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Mount Keira Demonstration School 

Parents and Citizens Association 
Term 1 

Tuesday 20th February 2024  
 
MINUTES  

Meeting commenced at 6.05pm 
Agenda Item   
1.  Welcome    
Attendees Angie N, Nicki M, Kate G, Ash J, Maddy M, Bec, Kera B, Ash T, Allira, Jess L, 

Carolyn P, Tanja B, Tenae C, Narelle S 
Apologies Steph V, Sam C, Mel R 

 
2. Confirmation of 

last  
P & C Minutes  
 
 

 
Passed by Kera B 
 
Seconded by Ash J 
 
  

3. SRC Report Badging ceremony took place today.  
 
New SRC team – double the student representatives! Based on student surveys 
– 75% of students admitted they would love to be a part of the SRC. Students 
will remain SRC for the full school year. Trialling this for 2024 and this will be 
evaluated at the end of the year and then be written into the policy.  
 
Two new basketball hoops and basketballs, balloon stand, Motiv8 Sports were 
all purchased with last year’s SRC funds. An amazing result! 
 
SRC goal for 2024 – revamp history room courtyard area.  
 
SRC canteen Weeks 5 and 10 – Tuesdays. 
 
Easter celebrations – information to come. 
 
SRC section now in Summit.  
 
 

4. President’s 
Report 

Please see attached 
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Ryan Park application – very lengthy, difficult process. Mixed communication 
from RP’s office as to whether the funding is purely for a playground space or 
whether it can be used for COLA. Ball needs to get rolling ASAP on the grant. 
 
AJ raised concern that the whole area covered may be too big a space – 
expressed that many events can still take place in joint classrooms/small COLA, 
etc. Concerns about lack of Vitamin D in children.  
 
TC tabled that lots of discussion needs to take place before we concrete a 
decision.  
 
Idea of shade sail floated over the equipment as protection – both playground 
and sun. KB raised issue that shade sails do not often protect against UV.  
 
ACTION ITEM: Undercover space discussion to be tabled for next meeting.  
 
ACTION ITEM: Undercover space meeting to be tabled for this term. Parents 
who cannot make it can send through ideas.  
 
3 separate bank accounts currently held by P & C. AN moved motion that 
playground funds account be closed and money in that account merged back into 
the main P & C account now that equipment has been installed. All present 
agreed.   
 

5. Treasurer’s 
Report 

Please see attached 
 
Very healthy position 
 
Some of current funds has been committed to purchases that MKDS is yet to 
invoice P & C for.  
  
Overall 2023 profit  - $8600 
 
ACTION ITEM: Gift to be given to HLB for their generous assistance over 
the years– motion passed by Maddy, seconded by Kera to spend $200 on 
thank you gift.  
 
ACTION ITEM: Nicki to purchase gift for HLB partner 
 
ACTION ITEM: Nicki currently personally paying for HLB, all agreed she will 
now be reimbursed a yearly sum for all the fees she has paid. 
 
ACTION ITEM: Nicki to get 2024 financial membership form out to 
community by Week 8/9 for renewal.  
 

6. Principal’s 
Report 

Please see attached 
 
Sharon Shanks currently taking LWOP from APCI role at MKDS. Ashlea Travis 
relieving in her absence. 
 
Great turnout for behaviour/wellbeing policy meeting 19/2. Feedback very 
welcome! 
 
Still in the phased approach for new uniform but many families have taken on 
new uniform.  
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Allira Robinson taking on the teaching of digital technologies across stages this 
year. Scope IT will not be continuing this year.  
 
Continuing to chase fees from families. Invoicing will now occur before the event, 
however there is always confidential financial assistance available for families in 
need. 
 
Discussion around whether languages can be integrated into programs. TC 
floated idea of discussing this with WHSPA for transition to high school program 
currently run in Banksia classroom.   
 
ACTION ITEM: TC to discuss potential of a language program being run 
with WHSPA.    
 
NAPLAN in March for Years 3 and 5.  
 
 

7. Correspondence  
The e-petition seeks to make available more class time for teaching the NSW 
Curriculum in government schools.  To do this, optional Special Religious 
Education (SRE) and Special Education in Ethics (SEE) would be moved out of 
class time and into participating students' own time. 
 
The NSW Education Act and Department of Education policies permit any number 
of students to leave class for up to an hour per week to do optional SRE or SEE 
lessons run by authorised external volunteers.  In some schools SRE lessons are 
run by employees of religious organisations.  During SRE/SEE all other school 
teaching and activities must stop while the rest of the class waits for SRE/SEE 
participants to come back, then school resumes. 
 
There is a smarter and fairer way to deliver SRE and SEE in schools.  The e-
petition asks the state government to change the Act so that these two optional 
activities run during breaks or before or after school hours.  No other changes to 
SRE and SEE are sought.  This way the law will be fair to everyone in all schools 
all the time.  At best the law now is only somewhat fair in schools where SRE 
and/or SEE happen to be done by a majority of students in a given year group. 
The e-petition was started by a small group of parents with children at government 
primary and secondary schools on the Central Coast.  We've all been active in our 
own P&C associations for many years.  Some of us have been Primary Ethics 
volunteers.  Total SRE participation rates at our children's schools today are 27% 
or less and continue to fall.  At our schools it has always been very difficult to 
recruit volunteers to start and maintain SEE programs as an alternative to 
SRE.  We've come to the view that deliberately stopping compulsory public 
education during these two optional activities is a waste of school resources 
enabled by a shonky law.  The priority in class time on the public purse has to be 
the NSW Curriculum taught by professional teachers, because children cannot get 
that anywhere except at school.  No-one would expect an Act of Parliament to stop 
school while their child left class for piano lessons or representative sport: why is it 
any different with optional SRE and SEE? 
 
In a NSW Budget Estimates hearing on 24 October last year the Education 
Minister Prue Car said the single best thing her government can do in schools is to 
put an expert practitioner - a teacher - in front of children.  That makes sense.  But 
the Minister made less sense later in the hearing when she ruled out making 
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changes to SRE which would put the same teachers in front of children more of the 
time.  The e-petition aims to get those changes made. 

ACTION ITEM: Maddy to put ePetition in P & C section of Summit 

 
8. Ongoing 

Business & 
Sub-Committee 
updates 

8.1 Last meeting action items 
 

- Learning deck update  
 
Drain work needing to be done – works at a standstill until that point. Paving could 
potentially begin in and around the drainage works. KB is taking on mural project within 
the learning deck area.  
 
ACTION ITEM: MKDS staff to provide students with time to brainstorm designs 
for mural and bring ideas to KB.  
 
- Playground grants/Ryan Park donation update 

 
See above 
 
- Engraved paver 

 
Carolyn agreed to take on commemorative pavers orders.  

 
ACTION ITEM: Maddy to send all correspondence re Signature Engraving to 
Carolyn.  

8.2 Outdoor update 

Please see attached 

AJ/JL unavailable on a Wednesday for Wellness Wednesday but floated the idea of 
being able to come in on a Monday and Tuesday during lunch or recess.  

Working Bee – main focus will be vegetable space to clear it so it’s safe for children to 
access.  

8.3 Fundraising update 

Discussion around whether to run markets this year. Everyone present would love to 
run with Christmas markets pending a team being able to organise and run the event.  

8.4 Uniform update 

Mel R absent 

Agreed to keep hats/bags at same price 

New uniform still in transition phase.  
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8.5 Monday Munchies 

GF option available for Dominoes 

 

9. New Business 
9.1 2024 fundraising events 

• Pie Drive late Term 2 (Jess/Ash to take on) 

• Potential Christmas markets 

 

9.2 Laptop succession planning (funding) 

Discussion around yearly P & C donation of a set number of laptops or a set amount of 
money.  

ACTION ITEM: Maddy to keep laptop funding on the agenda each term to revisit. 

 

9.3 Welcome BBQ 

• TC will Leanne to put RSVP out ASAP 

• Nicki buying sausages/bread 

  

10. Close 8.06 
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Actions from Meeting Held February 20th 2024 
 

Person/s Responsible Action Item 
 
Maddy  
 
 

Undercover space discussion to be tabled for next meeting. 

Angie Undercover space meeting to be organised for this term. Parents who 
cannot make it can send through ideas.  

 

Nicki Gift to be given to HLB for their generous assistance over the years– 
Nicki to purchase gift - $200 
 

Angie/Nicki Nicki to be reimbursed annually for HLB fees she currently personally 
pays. 

 

Nicki 
 
 

 2024 financial membership form out to community by Week 8/9 for 
renewal.  

 
Maddy SRE/SEE ePetition to be sent out in P & C section of Summit 

 

MKDS staff/Kera Students to be provided with time to brainstorm designs for mural for 
learning deck space and bring ideas to Kera.  
 

Maddy Send all correspondence re Signature Engraving to Carolyn.  

 

Maddy 
Add laptop funding on the agenda each term to revisit. 
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P&C Presidents Report: 
Term 1 
19.02.2024 
 
 
Ryan Park: 
The application form has been lengthy but the hard work by Seth T is appreciated. There are mixed 
communications coming through from the Offices of Ryan Park, in regards to the funding being purely 
for playground improvements, so we are in negotiations with Tenae and the Council, in trying to make 
the undercover area work.  
 
Welcome to MKDS BBQ: 
On 1 Feb, at 5pm, the P&C are hosting a BBQ for new and current families to MKDS. Always a fun 
evening where everyone can bring the kids and get to know each other more. 
 
Working Bee: 
To coincide with Cleanup Australia Day, a working bee is so important to share our beautiful yet giant 
task is in to smaller pieces. 
 
Separate P&C Bank Accounts: 
Should we keep them apart or merge them back together, as we are no longer fundraising for a 
playground? The outdoor retains it’s existing account, where money raised from the garden continues 
to flow in. 
 
Fundraising focus  
A refreshing change from 2023, we no longer have to work for $100k 😊😊 Such a relief, lets ease in to 
this year. Such a difference to this same meeting last year where I had committees and 
subcommittees and was exhausted trying to imagine how the playground would ever come to life. 
 
Easter: 
Bunny required! Easter hat parade will be xxx and a Bunny is one of the highlights for the little ones. 
 
Angelina Neira,  
MKDS P&C President 
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